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Lots of bargains in "below standard" stock, good 
reading copies to clear cheap~ Now is the time! 

Shop a round if you want to know what prices are 
really like~ Good stocks as usual of course. Just send a 
wants list, I'll do the rest. Please specify, I do not list, 
everything is guaranteed! 

Selection, the largest anywhere. Six storerooms 
on two floors brimming over with goodies ~ Hundreds of 
magnificent! year volumes. Over 80,000 comics and 
Boys' papers. 3,000 Annuals, 10 , 000 hardbacks. 

New~ The Rupert Index by Loft s & Adley. A 
eomplete bibliography of Rupert over 60 years~ £4, post 
free. 

Howard Baker Facsimiles . Complete stocks and 
also the Book Club specials. Ask for lists of these. 

NoRf1AN 5HAw 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON SEl 9 2HZ 

Tel. 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station B .R. Crystal Palace 
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THERE'LL ALWAYS BE AN ENGLAND 

I seem to recall that the old war-time song said that there'll 
always be an England while there's a country lane. I don't know whether 
there is anything ominous in the fact that the country lanes seem to 
diminish in number with every passing year. Even in a semi-rural 
district such as the one in which I live, a country lane would not be all 
that easy to find. They have fallen before the planners and the 
developers and the road wideners. 

When the widening is done in the cause of greater safety for 
travellers one could not condemn it. It seems to me, however, that 
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there ar e times when the widening is done s impl y and sole ly to let the 
rushing, roaring tr affi c rush faster and r oar mor e loudl y. 

Some months ago I commented t hat my daily jou rne ys to hospita l 
way back in the sum me r were often made a nightm are by the sh eer 
awfu ln ess of the bus serv ices. They were totally unr eliable, run n ing 
late or ear ly or, just as likely, not at all . I was s peak ing of th e 
services in North Hamp shir e, but from the sho al of letters I had on the 
su bject , t he awful ne ss of bu s servic e s is nation wid e. 

A read er, Mr . Lang , whose le tter featured in our "Post ma n 
Called'' sect ion, wro te pirhily and aptly on the subJect ., and regretted 
the collapse of public transpo rt and its t ak e-ov er by the privat e car, I 
agreed great ly with ou r reader , for I always loved trams and buses and 
trains and t he se rvi ces they used to give . Nevertheless, last summ er , 
when I had waited for ages for a bu s which obviou s ly would ncrt· com e , I 
br eat hed a deep s igh of relief when a friend in a car - or some ; irnes a 
stranger - woul d sf:op and say "Can I give you a lift ?" 

I woul d say "Y ou'r e a good Samari t an" , or, perha ps, even more 
simple and heart-felt: "Bless you." 

The questio n arises: Whic h came first, t he chi cken or t he egg? 
In other words, did the awfulness of publi c tr ansport cause the glut of 
cars , or did the glut of cars cause the decay of public t.ran spo rl? In my 
view, it was the growing awfulness of public transpor1 which led to va ~t. 
numbers of peopl e buyin g cars to become indepe nden t of buses and trains 
As wage s went up and up , and fares followed suit., so the crew s becam e 
more and more indifferent to the general public. dis ciplin e became 
almost non-existent, so that it often seem s that public transport is run 
more to benefit t.he crew s than those who try to us e the bus es and trains. 
My own experience t ells me that t.he bus es are far worse than the train s, 
tho ugh , with ever - increasing train fares, soon only the rich will he abl e 
to affo rd to go by rail. 

Mr. Lang eommented : "Th ey were part o1 the Bunter b•'.Juks I 
read , wben buses and trains reign ed sup1 eme; and were iri themselves 
a reflection of oldeJ values.'' Certainl y the heyday of t.he old papc::rs 
was also the heyday of public transr,ort, hut I do not recall tha t 
Hami1ton introduced publ.ic transport much int<> his storieEi. T<•rn 
Merry &. Cv. rode on the trams in Dublu.1. Bunt.er bilked the railwa.vs 
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or fell when alighting fr,)m a bus . 'l'he G.reyf nars chums took note of 
t:he trams in Singapore, though ther-e were no trams the l'e in later years. 
Tom Merry & Co. noiiced the double deck buses in Paris , where a 
cheaper fare was cha1·ged on the top deck . Bm I have been to Pa1 is a 
good many thres, and nevrff saw a double deck bus there. 

The local lines - the small branch lines, connecting F ri ardale 
or Rylcombe with 1;he main lines ofren figured m the story, usually 
when a new boy was be ing met ai' rhe star.10no 

Endmg up on t he branch line, did you see t he picture of t he 
darede11 il stum, ride r taking his rnachi11e across a huge 80 ft. gap ma 
dtsU5<:!d railway b11dg6 . fr was a1 Maldon in Essex:, where a pic turesque 
bran ch lme u;:;ed to "tink Maldon wrrh Witham. The J'.'e used tu be anothE:1 
branch lme whrnh c.onneC;J ed Braint r ee wn .h W1thau1. Bran ch lmes 
abounded on the G.reat Easfeu1, and; m their day, rhe y were much used 
by' navellers . Alas~ 

,JOYCE GRENFELL 

I caar1ot let rhe (1ccas1on pass wnhout a tew hnes m grateful 
_(nem\Jf y ot Joye€ Gr enteU wht) dJed re cently. I fITst saw her , I t hink, 
1u rhe dthgh:i.tul Fa cje1Jn ce-vues in i'he very ead.y post-war yea r s. She 
wa.:; in her eiement il! lm una i e !'evues c 

She could always have her andiences spli ti mg theit side8 ·with 
laugh, u, yet the r e was never a wvrd of srru t 1.,r the rE:mot.esj , suggc.st i•m 
of indeceney rn any of her perfurmanceo , What at1 ex:ample she was to 
the 1uu ot Bri 11sh so-called comedians who canr1ot bt tunu y ·without 
bemg dir1y, Mrs Gt:enfeH's death is a greai loss to t:he '\\'Odd of real 
emertair1.m ent. 

A COTTAGE FOR SAL E 

No, we ar e nut. putting the htlle Excelsior House on the marke t. 
The wit ch is nor. disposing uf her ginge r bread cuh.age in the forest. Mr. 
Joyce, 1 he woodcuher, 1s not selling off hrs cottage in the wood, al ong 
with his horse and can . tDo you remember when Coke r helped Mr, 
Joyce t0 back his horse into r.he cart, or something, and told the 
scandalised Mr. l'rout t.har he had been backing a horse? "Mentally 
deficiem! 11 crooned Prout . ) 



Page 6 

Forget all that~ A month or tw o back I quoted a line - ''The lawn 
we were proud of is waving in hay" - from an old song, and offered ten 
bob for the first correct tit.le of the song from which it came . Nobody 
se nt. in the correct titJe, and I was not surprised . 

It cam e from a song entitled "A Cottage for Sale" . I have it on a 
Broadcast rec ord . Ji must be 50 years o}cl. I ha ve a number of 
Bruadcast records , and every one is excellent . The y cost 1/3 for a 
normal l ength , and 2/- for a lm1g-playing record . What. real value for 
money they gave in those tar - off days. 

A Very Happ y New Year to AJJ My Read ers. 
THE EDITOR 

• • * • * * * * * * * • * • * * • ~ • • ~ * • * • ~ * • 

JANUARY l 930 

Danny's Diary 
I spent a few days wiih my Gran and Aurde Gwen at Layer 

Marney at the start of the yea1 Mum was with me . We weni inro 
Col ches ter one day , and ir seemed a bit forlorn The t rams ended m 
Colchester a torinight ag o, and they were taki ng doW11 1.he overhead 
wires and tarring over t he tram - lines . ]_ was a uarro w gauge tramway 
in Colches ier . Ir doesn't see .m righ1 without the trams . 

The Pla yhouse i.here (a newish rheatre j has been rnrned imu a 
c inema with ialkies, and we went tu see rhe big musical fil m eni 1f-ied 
"Innocents m Pa ris" which stars Mauncf'.: Chevali er Ir has a luvely 
sung "Louise" sung by Cheva he1 and I boughl Doug The record which ia 
played by De Groo1, and hi s Orchesi ra . 

Afrer we gut hume 1 he Wt:aiher was terrible Thei e we1e day:::; of 
sev ere gales wirh sleet and snow , and a naval 1Ug was hn L_v a huge s~a 
in the Channel and 23 ofticers and men 'Wert:: hn,t. 

King of the Islands 1s back rn 1 he M,.idern Boy at 1 ht' en<i ,:it 1 he 
monih. The "fJening story 01 the senes is "Pead~ al!d Perii". Ken u1 
his ketch "Dawn". p1cka up a whit e man whtl has escaped it um 1.he black~ 
•Jn a small isl and He sa y.s hi s name ls Rr,ltinsvn , but Ken 1s susp1c1Uus 
of him. A lugger comes up fo tht: ke1.ch . and lhc viHainuus cr e::w oay thar 
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rhe ma n's name 1s really Egan, and rha1. he has stolen a magnihcen t 
diamond from them . Ken has t.he man s earch ed, bui nv diamond 1s fuund 

I'm glad t hai. the South Seas st.ones are back, ior rhe Modern Bo~ 
is a bit empty withou t them. ThEre is a new seriai entitled "The 
Escapades of Esme 11 by A . M . Bur rage The he ro 1s turn ed out of 
Oxfo rd ; he is a fin e s porrs wan though he is girlish m appea ranc e . He 
dresse s up as a woman arid becomes tutor 1 o a bc,y whose maiden aunr 
bares men a1td won'r emplv y rnale t.u1 ors 

There are an awful lot ot a& .. er, 1sement s iu Modern Bl_)y. 
Twu splend id tales in the Schoo) boys· Own Library this month. 

''The Kidnapped Schoolb,Jy 11 1ell a ot the a.rcival ut Wun Lung Minor, Hvp 
Hi , complete w11h pigta il. a, Greyhiais, and ot his k1dnappmg . The 
secor1d1ale is "Smuggled tc, Schuul" Tum Merr y & Co \'ioll D1gby' s 
urir.le m Liverpool A ragamuthn named ' E1 berr saves r hem f.t om 
dange1 . and they are so gia1etu) 10 him 1.ha1 they rake ' Erben ba ck r.o 
Bl, Jim's where he i s m1srake11!y accepted, lor a 11me, as a ne w bo y 

na.ll' ed Berna rd Glyn who 1s e"<pec1ed ai the ::;chool 
The Pa v1l10n un the Grand Pi~r a1 West o11-Super- Mare has be en 

completely desr rvye d by fire I wonder whe ther they will be able to 
build 1t agam m readme ss fur rbe s ummer cr\.>wds . 

Ra1 her a rum lot ot tal es iri the Gem . ao usual the s e days . Alsv , 
as usua l, 1 hough t he plo1 s are nul all t,ha1 bad , r:he re i s too much plvt and 
rhe writer le• s his typewriter run away with h1m. Two stories "All 
Thruugh Pongo" and "The Fug1t ive Schoolboy" tell ot Pongo geh ing hurt, 
1 hough he ha s really bee!l beai en by Mr. Selb y m a temper - and Piggott 
fi,1ds out a11d bla C'kmail s Mr . Selby . Arid Tum Merry goes t hrough rhe 
1c.e and is rescued by a 1h1et named Jut:: Tuttle. And Taggles is k!tucked 
ov er the head by Jue TurH e . They thmK Wall y did It, bur Tom Merry 
know s that ,Joe Turrle did it, so, to sa ve Wall y and Joe Tuttle , Tom 
Merry gves tu 1he Head and "cunte ss es'' that he, Tom . &;ruck down 
Taggle s. Bur nobod y beli evts h im - he isn't. a good h aI - so Wa lly 1s 
se11tenced to a fl ogging BUT Wally takes Pongo and hid es behin d a 
.secrei pan el. And it all comE:s righ t in the end. 

Then a new se1:1es srnn ing wir.h 11Under T11mble's 1 humb " and 
"A Rogue's Reward'' Loi.sa nd lots more piot in it. Figgms' s father 
can't afford to keep him at St. Jim's , so Figgins sit.s for the Armitage 
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Scholarship , along with Tompkins , Dick Brown and Bat es . But Tomkins 
drops out with chicken-pox , and .Figgins expect .s to win. He wri tes 21 
pages of answers. But Figgins has punched Ra eke , so Racke breaks 
int o the Head's st.udy and steals seven of the 21 pages . So Figgins loaes 

, and Dick Brown wins. 
Buf T rimble finds the swlen shee t s, and blackmails Racke . And 

Figgins has to leave St . Jim's , And Racke bribes Captain GalJon to 
shanghai T r imble on to t he ship the Harves t.er bound for South America 
Andi he Head finds t he stolen shee t s of answe r s and sa y s " .Bless my 
sou) ~" So Figgins wins T'.he Armitage. and Dick Bruwn weeps . And 
Cou.sin Ethel , in her Spalding Hal1 gym slip and hat heJ ps F igg ins pull 
Brow-n out. of the r iver and brea t hes "How sp lendid of you" . And Racke 
confesses aud is expel hid 1n ,m S1. Jim' a , Sc, Racke has go11e tor govd , 
and Trimble is shar1ghaied . 

The series coni inues nexi week 
There has been a big traud rnaJ in the law cou.rrs, and a '.rian 

named Clarence Hat.ry has been sent f-o prison for 14 y·ears for plannir1g 
the frauds which have ruined many people , 

Our wonderful new airship , t.he R 100, has just comple1ed its 
t hird flight , and it has been a grea1 success . 

The wonderful Chris i,ma s series a bout" i he my s1 er ious c r ctc.ksm an 
has con t inued in the Magnet I1. must be t he f inest eve r in the oJd fJape1, 
First tale ot the momh is "The Art ful Dodger" . Bunter falls through the 
ice near Wha rt on Lodge, and he is pulled out by the strange man with the 
square jaw. And Bunt er ge t s a cold , And t he friends leave for Bob 
Cherry's home , leaving Bunter a1 Whanon Lodge . And rhe Head turns 
up at Cherry Place, driven by thai pleasant young man Barnes (whom 
Co) oneJ Wbart.on knew as an army officer named Poyning.s) . A11cl Bum er 
foils a burglar y at: Cherr y Place, and get s kno cked out by t:he burglar 

Ne.xi· week , back at Greyfriars . in "The Form - Master 1 s 
Favourite", where Mr . Quelch has not come back for the new term 
He is replaced by the man wi1 h the gr ey eyes and t.he s quare Jaw . He is 
Mr. Steele And Whar t on re cognis8s him as rhe mar, he saw rn the lane. 
But Mr . Sreele is well-known , as a friend to Inspecror Gr imes uf 
Cou:nfield . And 1hen Bun1 e c remembers. roo. 

Third fale of the mon th 1s "WantE;1..l by th e Police'', and the B, •tU1dt::r 
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suspects that t he new mas t er is really t he Cou1t tield cracksman . Final 
of the month is "The Mystery Master", wit h some person unknown 
cracking cribs all rour1d the district.. Who is the Courtfield cracksman 'i 
The Bounder , at the end of the month , 1s the biiter enem y of Mr. Steele 
and feels sure he is the criminal. This truly magnificent series goes on 
next: month. It is turning out to be a very long series. 

Sound ca rt oons have become ver y popula r in the c inell'as, and 
Micky the Mouse is grem . I ha ve seen two Mick y Muuse cartuoris this 
mor1th - "Op r y Ifou ae" and "Steamboa t Willit" and they have both been 
on severn l t imes. 

AH t he bi~ pictures I have oee c1 this mont.h ha \l'e beer1 talk ie::,, 
rhough t:her ~ a r.-e still a., rrany s ilent cmemas as talk ing unes, mid t here 
are silea i ·ver sions vf aiJ 1 he ra lking pict ures e)i:cep.:; the ,IY't.tsical unes . 
The mlk ies I ha·vt~ s ee11 this mul'trh a r e Laura La Pla nt e iii "Huld Yum 
Ma11"; ,Jeanr,e Eagels and Her be.!1 Ma1 shall 10 "'The Leu.e1", t he big 
mus ical "Syncupm.ion", with 1uvely songs like ",Jer icho", "Do, do 
Somet.hmg" , and "I 'll Alwayo be m Love Wit h Yuu"; and Runald Colman 
m hls h r S'lo t.ai,kie "Bu lJdvg D.cummo11d" which had suoh a lunl{ run at; i·he: 
T 1voli m LJndon , 

A fine new sei i6s of Rio Kid stori es beg ihs in the Popula r wii:h 
"Black George". Black Geo.cge; holds up mage - coaches. and then 
disappears. Nobody krww.3 the iden t ity of rhe black r aider . The sec ond 
1 ale in the series is "The .Mars 'haJ ot Kicking Mulefl. The Kid has gone 
to Kicking Mule to t.ry to find Blaek Geo.rge , but he makes a bitt er 
ene!l' y of the t own marshal. 

Then "The Rio Kid's Enemy", wit h t he Kid on the t rail of the 
mysterious. bl ack outlaw . Las 1. 01 the month is "Lynch Law", in which 
t he town marshal t ries t o pin Black George's ccimes on the Rio Kid, but 
t he .Bar - One bunch a:nd t heir boss stand by t he Kid , so the marshal 
re t rea t s defeared . The series go on. It's fine~ 

There have been some big mys teries in the Nelson lee Library 
over the years , and we seem now to have reached the bigges t mystery 
of the lot. The y hav-e r e - started the paper- at No. 1 \new series}. 
Goodness only knows why~ And the old school of st. Frank's has 
cr umbled to dust. By the order of the all - powerful Professor Zingrave, 
the Greer1 Triangle has comple iely destroyed the old school. The 
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open ing story of the series is "Rogues of the Green Triangle". 

(EDITORIAL COMMEN r S. 0.1. No, 115, "The Kidnapped S<.:hoolboy" comprised two Red 

M,gnets which welded well into one story although the-y had been published four years apart . 

The fnst tale "Wun Lung 's Minor" appeared in the Spring of 1910 and told of the arrival of 

Hop Hi. The se ... ond tale "The Miss ing Chinee" appeared tn the Spring of 1914 when Hop Hi 

w 0 s kidnapped. S. 0. L No . 116 "Smuggl ed to School" comprised two blue Gems 

(consecutive) from early 10 1909. They were then entitled "Tom Merry in Uverpool" .<nd 

"Smuggled to s~ hool ''. A Joyous read, all thE$e years la.tet, Cai- fetched in theme and with 

mild Dickensian overtones. Digb y is invited by his uncle, Mr. Mu.rphy , who lives in Cotk, 

to take a party of fri ends to Livet·pool for a brief visit. Mr . Murphy stnds f.20 in 1909 to pa~ 

fo1 the fares ; tht! same amoun t to pay tl:.e fates in the S. 0 . L , in J.imury 1930, and the same 

amount 1n 1932 when the story appea red 1et ag,dn in the Go!m. Reas mabl e en,)ugh in th.:,s~ 

d.lys, Today I r ... n.: 'I it would take th..t sum fo1 a railway retw·n ticket fo1 Just ont c,f them. 

As Danny mentions Bema1d 1...,lyn ,;;omes into th1s tal<:< bdore he bl:c.omes a St Fm's 

man Oddly t:oough , ID 1908 , the f ·lbwing week bro•.ight a s•.ili stOTy 'The St . J1m's 

Tt>rdcis" in whi, h Gl,n , a Hamilton , re...tlon , appear ed for the fust t1mt: at St. Jim 's , 

In the 1930 sel'les , vet)' comph .. ated, about Figgins t.k1ng th£ examm ati ;n , Ra Kt: 

WdS e-xpelled. dS Dann; mentions. S? a sub wl'it~r phase.cl out one ,,f the cre.it-1, ;s ; h .. ra ti;1s. 

Ht: ,..,n no grt.1.t loss adm1ttedl 1 , but he had been at St. Jim s sin.....t "Montybags Mme!'' tn 

1916 , o ne of the earli est of the wh1ttc c:over penod . 

I.att:1 on, thE. sam€ sub was t() phase out Mr . I.inton , whkh was m->re seu ,us. Bur 

ev1dentl , th( sub w1itt:1 feJt he h..d thmg1 all his own WJ.'f- ) 

• ~ • • • • • ~ • • • • • ~ • • * * • • • • • • • • • $ • 

tLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Wdl here it IS, 1980 , a new decade, lt:t us hope that Blak1ana will <.Ontinue to 

enUven the C . D. and bring pleaswe to our 1eaders. Many thanks for all the. help 1et.eived 

making it possible for me to run Blakiana to everyone's tastts , M...:,, I take thts opp,,rtunity to 

thank all of you for send\og ChristmdS greetings and 1n return wish you all a Happv New Yt:at. 

THE DR . HUX'l'ON RYMER STORY 

Part 6 
by ,Josie Packman 

We now come to the final pan of this st.ory. Af1 e1 r.he la61 

rnemioned Union Jack No . 11'77 which was quite out. of 1 he conrnxt ot rhe 

Saga . there ate only tour more i ales Qf Rymer m the Union Jack. 1he 

numbers be mg 1368, "The Twilight Feather Case'', No. 1421, "Voud00 
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Vengeance'', No. 1438 "Yellow Guile" and lastly No. 1465 "Doomed 
Ships". All these were described by t he then Edit or as being the best 
of Teed' s t ales~ ~~ Personally I found them all unreadable. They were 
not written in Teed ' s usual style, mor e like the modern thriller of 
today, absolutely awful. Sexton Blake was on his own, no Tinker or any 
other familiar characters. Dr . Rymer and Mary Trent appeared 1n all 
the tales bui the plots wer e unfa f:homabf e . In two of the tales t he actio n 
t akes place in China (nol. t,he China of the early days), one tale in which 
Rymer gets mixed up wd.h Marie GaJante in the Wesr Indies , and th e las t 
story about doomed ships begins in the fogs uf Lund,)n and ends 1n the 
Jungles of Malaysia. Nu duubt fu s01:ne ot our readers thls type of st ory 
will appeal , but i:he charac1 er of Dr . Rymer was so differently pun rayed 
it· see.med like someone else w11Hng his adventui:es. 

Hvwever , we can tum t.c, rhe St.icro11 BlaLi;e Library to find tal8s of 
the usual ca~ tbre - T'F!ed' s best. No " 1 in i:he 2nd new se1 1es was 
particularly goud and shuwed h,Jw much Rymer had benefi ted fruro his 
pa.rtr.er ship w if:h Mary T 1•ent. It was cert amly a mure natural une 1 ban 
,he early abortive at:rnmpt with Mlle. Yvunne, and also showed huw 
Rymer had ma ture d and spem moS1, of his t:1me when i.n funds, at Abbey 
To wers engaged in the scien tific research which had been his first love 
E\lery now and then the Medical Journals publi shed anicle:s by a 
Professor · A11drew Butterfield but nu ·-one ever saw him. But 1,he 
criminal itch was still t he re and led t.o his m,de:rtakmg new exploi t s . 
Bm Mary was h is real partner anu pruved her wvrth to him whe1 in 
"The Secret of the Cou.1nu1 Gro\les" she packed a smail fortune in 
pearls (stolen ones) in a box and posted them to her friend Zulaika in 
England, to await Rymer' s return . This was some t hing which Ryme1· 
had not thought tu do, but when Se.x.ion Blake discovered what had 
happened to the pearls he really appreciated huw he had been defea t ed . 
In subsequent tales Rymer would have done bettet had he t aken more of 
Mar ,ls advice. There are more tales whe r e t.he Dr . shows he has 
som e decency left, for- instance, when he is wounded in the attempt to 
\Varn Blake of the plot to kill him. This even t is recorded in S. B, L. 
2nd series No. 35, "The Case of the Mumm Hied Hand". 

There is now one tale to record specially. 1t is called "The 
Black Emper,)r", S. B L. No . 53, and the tale is like something out of 
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the modern newspaper reports on t he "Black Power" mo'1ement . No, 
there ls nothing new under the sun and this story , written nearly half a 
century ago prophesys just whai is happen ing in Ame ri ca today , At that: 
time. Caesar Lorraine, known as the Black Emperor of New York's 
Harlem distric t . headed the organisation concerned wh h bootlegging , 
drugs , prosr .itut.ion and illeg al entry into the U .S.A . of immigrants from 
Souf he.en and Central Europe Except. for the bootlegging of Proh ib1110n 
days fhe whole tale could be read as a modern thrill.er ; right bang up r.o-
dat:e And it 1s into this maelstrom that Rym er lawied as one of t he 
links in the chain which stretc hed t o Eurl)pe and brings ihe illegal 
imm 1grani:s to America . At svme st age in hi.., ca 1 P-er Ryme1 had 
acquuEd ship's papers and was abl e to cha1ie1 a shl.lJ and pack ii wi1h 
500 of t hes e pc,or desperate people ea ch rime he made the AO antic 
erossing. whi ch began at Genoa and ended at New York &1 ,,nee aga m 
he gets mvohed with Mane Ga!an re , whose wilds ,hemes tor a Bla ck 
Empire has brought her t.v New York to meei L..1.naine and once again . 
alt .hough Rymer seems unable tu re s ist the lu re uf th is 11Glam, ,ur Girl" 
1.rom Haiti , he finds it pays him better to return to Engl and auJ Mary 
Trent who loy aJly wai1 s for h1rn at Abb E::y T ov.e1s . In sub aequ ent: ralea 
Rymer cannot resist Joining forces with Ma1 ie Galante bur each time h1;:; 
efforts to make a tortune come to a sad end . 

The remaining adv entures are relat ed in thP S B L and a .re 
quite good se"Ver al vf them being se1 in the rebellioui,; smaH Repubh.: s 
w Ceniral Ame1 ·ica Somewhe re along the lint:J Rymer had apJ)aren tl y 
be cv n1e the leader · uf a criminal orgamsarivn known as th e cruvks' 
Trust. I am u.nable to trace the st ory in whi ch this vrgamsa, ll)n i.s flrs1 
.menti oned , probably there wasn't one or rhaf. stvry was no1 publi s hed 
Dr Rym er still uses his briJJiani 1alent for organising various c rimes 
for his underworld associates . but it is with deep regr et tha t I have to 
say that 1"he last . original stor y to appea t m S. B . L. No. 608 dated 
.Januar y 1936 was a ve ry bad une. I can hardly beli~ve 1ha1 11 was 
written by Te ed. Rymer se em s to have tu1ned into a murd ervu3 pet S•Jll 
1<111 rn g all and s u1tdl y, finally he 1::; caught in the hol vcaust ot a burnin g 
Abbey Towers , ihtts eh.mrna1.mg any eh ance of his return ing tu a mo re 
sa ne wa y ol livmg , Mary 'Trt::nt d1Je~ n111 app ear. no1 eve 11 mention ed at. 
aJl, which see ms peculiar after al! her ad~.eurures w11h Rvme1 Dld 
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Teed really write this tale and was it at the request of the E,ditor? No, 
I feel that. this is one time when Teed did not: write the story credited 
to him. 

To sum up the whole Saga , one of over twenty years, I am of the 
opmion t hat the stories written during the firs t 15 years were the very 
best . 

A brilliant surgeon and scientist lost to the world, a great 
tragedy , bU1 bis adventures made exciting reading. 

The End 

THE AWESO_ME, the EERIE and t:he UNCANNY by Raymond Cure 

In the years 19i7 /J 928 there burst upon us , on our ears lnot tu 
mt:nt ion our eyes} Al Jc,lson m T h€ Singing Fool and the Jazz Singer the 
miracles of the age. Tallung pictures,' I could not beheve it , r1or 
could thousands of othe.r-s unt,fl we saw and hea r d for ourselves . 'That' .s 
rhe way with mi:r'acles , By lihe tim e we had set tl ed down to the idea tha1 
"'Talk ie s" had come t.o sta y along came Dracu la foUL)Wed larer by The 
Phantom of the Opera, 

Now it appea r s t hat aro und this age of wonders a chapp1e by the 
na:me of J. W . Bobin decided to cash m on this craze for the 111yste:riuus 
and rhe occul1 and sent his .SCI'ipt to the Editor of tbe Union J'ack and he 
(wise man) accepted it, caHmg on Mr. Kenrteth Brooks to provide the 
Hlust I at.wns .. yet anor:her wise choice So it came about that aruund 
2.2 December, 1928, The Mystery oJ the Siping Vampire, reached the 
newsagents via the pages of the Union ,Jack No. 1314, Awesome , eerie, 
uncanny, a tale oft.he we ir d . Kenneth Br ooks rises to the occasion with 
the illusuat:ed cover , Il." ytJu are a lover of the uncanny frame it for 
your bedroom (iha1' is if t.he wife will give her consent). 

Sext on Blake and Tinker are trudging through a snow-covered 
graveyard, surrounded by grim snow-capped gra vestones while Pedro 
t.he bloodhound sniffs his way around a large private tomb . They don't 
appea r to have noticed the huge, black and hideous bat ihat flutters 
overhead , and we all know what that means if we have seen Dracula. 

Il I have a complaini to rrake at this point it is that the Editor 
doesn't. realise we are still in the throes of Christmas. 22nd December 
indeed and nary a mention of the fact on the cover or inside the Union 
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,Tack apart from a small heading on a coup]e of pages "Sp ecia l Xma s 
week U .J ." and you will have t o look ha r d i o fi nd this grudging 
admission of t he faci. . Her e we are wit h a sea s onab le ta]e of the 
uncann y - dead on t ha eve of Christmas and the Ed ito r fo '.T'get.s to splash 
t.he fest iv e set ti ng a ro und St ill, we have to thank him tor acc epi.ing 
,T. W . Bobm' stale . A tale which it self has a Chr 1si:mas backgr ound, a 
goud sprinkling of sn ow s cenes , and hin t. of t he festive holi days an d all 
suno unded wit h an Edgar Allan Poe tlav our , 

"The My ster y oft.he S iping Vampir -e" Of>ens with the souud of a 
n1<..1urnfu], long- -d1·awn - out howl , gua r ant ~ed to make t.he blo od run cvld
A8 T inker remarks "Jt• s a sign of dea th" a sa yi ng I doubt. myself as m 
('.;7 yea.rs I have heard dogs ot a!J s hapes and si zes give the dea1-h huwl. 
It' .s made my blood run cold but all was wen in rhe mom irig as e,,er·y 
b,)dy s ee med to be O .K , even ihe nei ghbou r .s with the.if cheer y good 
morning·s . I had a dog myself once which oc casio nall y let ir rip but h1.s 
forecas t did nut turn out e it her . Though in this case 11: wa s Ped r-c,' s 
howl and he was right. . F ro m that first : howl ; C\)mes a man screaming 
out of t he woods , a body w1.t h Vampire bite s on t.he t.hrnat. a Mr , Paul 
Henty. who was know1:1 t.o be dead and bur ied , was seen at t he s ide of his 
t.omb; and viJlagers radng for a chan ce to dri ve a stake thff,ugh t he 
corpse to stop its capers . (Well. you've g,;t tu p!ay it sa fe eh'1) 

Wha t abou t Sexi:on Blake? Lei- me dr aw aside the curi am t•)r a 
quick peep behind t he scenes 1 I quote ~ 

"The maich flared up and splutl :e-r·ed out - t he onl) one 111 the b,)x 
that would light . Its momentary gleam showed .musty coftins in all t.heir 
diJapidai"ions . Sexton Blake wa s aJoHe with t he de.ad - 1.rapped , " 

The t omb doo r had beer. pushed to and locked, BJ ake had JU.si 
unscrewed the new coffin and saw for hhn self t he body of Dr , Paul Herit y 
lying there . The very man whvm he had seer1 in t he snow-co vered gi·a\e 
yacd , 

Sounds good? It is good Gei yuu1 c1Jpy out or bor .ruw it from 
-Josie Packman 1 s Se.Jd;on Blake .Library 

• • * * * t * • • • • * * ~ ~ * • * • • + • * * • • • • • 
WANTED · C. D. NOii:, 289 to 299 , and Nos. 340 to 344. Also l 941 H(,lida r Annu.tl 1'-'rigin.;,:l). 

J. JONES , 1 t GILLINGHAM HOUSE , ROCHEST ER ESTATE 

WALKER. NEWCAS T LE ON -TYNE , NE.6 3HQ. 
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Nelson Lee Column 
A DISAPPOIN'l'ING RETURN by R, J. Godsave 

I hav-e always been of the opinion that it is very often a mistake 
to make a return to something or somewhere, after a fairly long interval, 
as the .result is often disappointing. No. 127 New Series of t;he Nelson 
Lee Library "The Reiurn of Er.r a Quirke" is a case in point. Although 
Qui r ke does not figure largely in this Chrisr.mas series he is a very 
pale echo of the Quirke who dominated the original se r ies written by 
E . S. Brooks some three years previously 

AH.hough Quirke was exp osed as a chear . whu had used material 
aids mi.he seances he had held while a sch olar ai. St Frank's. The 
whole se1 -up had been used for the purpo.;;e ot exf racting money f.com the 
Hon Douglas Smglet.lm, Quirke' 1-;, uncle being the prime m over. 

The ser ti ng of this Chris t.mas ser les was Ra1thmere Castle neat 
Mar ket Donning, some sill..1,een miles frum St- Frank's. A great-uncle -
Hoger Merton - of Reginald Pit-r had died leaving 1 he cas t le to Pitt . 
The Lawyer who had v isit,ed Pit t with the news c,f his legacy had li ttle 
knowledge ot the condi ti on ot the castle " As t he Chris tmas holidays 
were approaching, Pitt decided to cycle over in the company of several 
juniors and see the cas t le for himself. 

As they approached the castle they were mei by a slim youthful
Jooking figure who seemed to be somewhat familiar to them. As the 
figure came nearer they r ecognised him as Ezra Quirke who had some 
ti mes previously been a scholar at st. Frank's and had been known as 
the schvolboy magician. The st range boy came running up, ou{, of 
breath, to inform the boys thai. the y entered the castle at their peril, as 
it had strange, sinister associa t ions . It funher transpired that Quirke 
was now living with an aunt in Market Donning and had made . a study of 
the occult, gaining a reputation locally as a spiritualistic medium. 

As a person Quirke was e.-,.,.iremely suit.able for research into the 
occult. Although exposed as a cheat in the original series , he exerted 
a great influence lower school at St. Frank ' s by his strange manner. 
Although Handforth called Qlirke's resea.cch as 'rubbish, and a lot of 
rot' strange things happen in this world which cannot be dismissed our of 
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hand Some years ago I attended some seances held by the _paren1:s of a 
friend . and have vet to hav e explamed how a ta ble can rise from rhe 
Huor wnhout any assistance whaisoever from those present Like 
Handi orth I was sceptical and on the look out for trickery. bu1 found nune 

Pi tt decided to invite some of the JUni01 s and girls fr,)rn Moor 
View School to spend Ch, 1st.mas at the CastJe Si range happenin gs of 
picrures fa]Ji ng from t he wan. forniture overturning and figu.res of 
gnomes . witches . etc ., were seen by the boys and girls siii.ing on the 
bedposts Fairies were seen dancing up and down on the snow m f he 
moonlight . With the staff leaving due to fright the difficul1 ie s facir1g Pitt 
and his guests weJ'e num er •JUS Al) these happerditgs wer ~ due t•J au uhl 
servant ()f Pi rt' s great· uncle . who feared thar . a chang·e i:,f ,)wn~, ,ship 
would torce him tu leave rhe castle whaie he had bten Hvmg seeretly 
fo1 som e time , H~ had due mg his ST ay LTJVeftted a beamless cim: pro.1ec1 or 
which was respcms1ble fur rhe !:,"1 range f1gur~s that had app~ared -

Qunke's warnmg of thto supernah1caJ happerungs at the castle now 
made bun look ext(emeJ y foolish when the ghosr }' h,rppenmg s we:re 
expJamed by the old re:tainer. .tt was 4ulf.e unnecf:ls.sary ror E~ra Quilke 
to be re - introduced to 1.he reade1s of the Nelsun LeP. as he madf! lihle 
impact and was ortl)' a shad,Jw 01 his formt:r self . 

"M EMORIES OF LfM EHO USE" by Jim Couk 

A pen friend of .mme ha8 recently been kmd enough as to send me 
a phoiocopy of thai· famous No l of the Nelsuo Le e Library publish ed in 
1915 , "The Mystery of L1mehnuse Reach" Ii muSl be manv year ·~ ag•) . 
I do not kr1ow how many since I las1 saw a cc,py ot No 1 and reading it 
aga1.11 I appreciate how real 1s1 ic this stury is . I am st ru ck by , he le11gt h 
of the yarn and the grammatical rhy1hm Compa1ed t1) present day w>vels 
ot the genre those old story pape1s cuntemporar ,v tu the Nelsun Lee 
were immaculate m presentation AH we gei in books today is obscene 
language and viu1en<..~ for the sake of v 11Jlence. 

A::; a boy I spent many hours around the lucaJ.ily oi Lim ehou,:;F 
Reach I was born at Pvplar which is the neXl and much bigger buruugh 
, o L1m~h ouse The 1nc1deni s au.d armusphel"e ot 1 his s1 orv are n,JT oni y 
very true of the penod but am d.? .iJiglv acrurai e m deTa1l 

Naturally . 1he yan 1 bronghr back manv memories ro me of 1he time 
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I used t:o r-oam about Limehouse al t er school hours and durmg holidas 
tim es. Thete were opium dens and crooks and smuggling and, in fact, 
all fhose sinistE: r things the story deals with< The1e were the pubs , too, 
alongside t he wharves 1.hat were to me Just pu.bs then . Bur looking back 
in hmdsight I wonder what villainy went on when I used to ro'.le around 
the area and by r.he wharves when t he tid e of the -river Thames was at 
ebb, 

M.any time s did I see pulice raids a11d figMs with pc,lice by 
ruffians . Once or tw ice I "\\lern to Thames PohcE: Court in Arbour Square 
as a member of the public. Once I went with a triend who had been 
caughr p}ayiug tuorbaU 11i ihe h1ghway afld he was £med 2 6 o.r 011e dav m 
Jail I aJwa~~ suuJi:: wh~n I t hnik ot him guing back r.u ... he police cou.n 
ah er he had paid rhe fme aud wan1 mg to change his mmd and do the day 
m prison. Ot course 1 1he sergcarii with weU sum1fared tury, th r ew hun 
,Ju•, Aft.er all. 21 6 was a small fonune rhose days. And had he dune t he 
"t.1me" in quod he w,)uld havE: been r.eleastd at 4 p, m. - Just a few hour s 
tr,nn f he time of his Judge mem o 

There were some awful cha :eacieis ih0se da:ys iu t he eas t end of 
London r Hut SL•mehow 1-hey al) had a kh1d of loyalty tow ards theh own 
Kmd and r,j T,heH own class. .Ii ·was r;he Jaw tu which t hey were mosl. 
ar rngant a1td hoS1-ile . S1 m, cumpa1'ed wii h i.1;day1 s c.rime those days 

were WJThing. I r1ever saw a guh ei1.h€I used 1J.t shewo t.h~n" And musi 
t h.ievrng was petty. No1.hn1g like the big haul~ of today, but the r1'-'er 
Thames did have a mys t enuus aimusphen , tha t perhaps is missing 
t ,)d1iy, 11-ve been ar·ound ihe shore at L11nt:h0\~SE: Gui· at aU times and all 
seasvns but t.he crime scene H hink hao nuw shilled tu more pr,)fitable 
realms . 

I did not h ve near 1-be locate of thE: river I but svm~how It always 
Jase.mated me, I can recall ev~rt tuda_v seemg the big ships rhat used to 
co,ne up a.s tar· as T,Jwer Bridge to unJvad then · cargoes and depart for 
rhe Orient and Au:,,'traha, etc. And I 11tie11 saw i;hein on rhE:ir way a.s They 
Jeti a11d 1 h•Jughf uf t r,)plCal chmes and .:iumh sea ioJands which they wvuJd 
ptrhaJJ~ pass. Wf,11, toddy , Ilc11e he r e m ihe soui.h Pacitrc in Jliew 
z~aiand wnh 1he Tasman Sta on rhe orher side ot Auckiand • .PerhapR 
r.ha1 l)Jd sa~ ing - I1. 1s bene1 t.0 travel h•.1petully t.han to au Iv€ - m1gh1 
sum up my foel mg.:;, 
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The Chinatown of those days is no more. It ha s transferred to 
Soho after Hitl er' s bombs wiped it out. Last year I looked over the 
place s where I used to go during holidays from school and Pennyfields 
and Limehouse Causeway have changed out of all recognition. I well 
remember a Tong war the re many years ago when the people in that 
ne ighbourhood wer e kept indoors by the mounted police. This was for 
their safety as Chine se wi.th choppers were chasing other Chinese and 
it wa s not safe to be out~ 

How different everything is today along the Limehouse and 
Wapping waterfron ts . I think crime has now shilt .ed to more sa lubriou s 
areas . Which is perhaps why 1t is nourishing so well al the moment ,. 

I am going to read that No. 1 of the Nelson Lee Library ag·am 
and hve once more those old t 1mes in LondoH' s Chinatown . 

* * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
THE GHOST OF IVIAULEVERER TOWERS by T . Keen 

It was my firsr Christmas Magnet ever, the m a.f'\lelll>us, exciti ng 
"Ghost of Mauleverer Tower s", and in fact it was only rhe third rnsue of 
the Magnet I had seen , my first being "The Black Man at Ureyfr1ar s" 
(No . 774). 

I was so young. so excffed , so full of Christmas , and already 
en raptured by Harry Wharton & Co., and could hardly wait for the grand 
Christmas issue. Even now I can see those marvellous Chapman 
illustrations, surrounded by sprig s of holly talthough I have an idea the 
cov er was not by Mr. Chapman). and the Editor's Christmas Greetings 
to all the Re aders. What a gloriolls stor y . Breaking up day, with the 
boys bowling away in brakes from the School , and althuugh I was hardl y 
a.ware of Bunter at that time, he was not included in t.he holida y party 
to be spent at Maule ver er Towers . The Famou s Five were in exce llent. 
spirits, although .Mauly bad some rath er depressing news to impart , 
that a cousin of his, a Brian Mauleverer, ag-ed about 25, who had the 
reputation of being rath er a bla ckgua rd , would be there. But the snow 
fell, and the Christmas decorations were up, and the lake would sure to 
ht: froz en by Christmas. 

And of course ther e would be a ghost. As Bob Cherry, or was 1t 
Ha rry Wharton , tossed another log on to the fire in Mauly' s den, Brian 
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related the story oi the gho&-t. Mauly 1 s evH ancesh,r, Sir Fulke 
Mauleverer-, lived during the reign of Richard I, and his suit of ar mour 
was standing in Mauly' s room, together with the suh of armour worn by 
a Sir Gilbert Maulevere r, and r.he story wenf that when part of t he 
acmuu J'.' falls to the ground , there will be a dea th in the tamily. 
Narurally, f..htl gaun.Uet falls . Latet ·, Mauly is almost sca r ed to dea th 
by t he souud of tramping irun f~et, and many moLe such sca r es, Mauly 
really would have been scared t:o death . However, ente c Jack Drake, 
late of Greyfriars , and now Assistam: to that must famous detect .he. 
Fer rer s Locke , 

He of course solves rhe mysr .ery, Brian is the v 11lair1 who has 
r,~eu pla 1 ir1g ghost, bu t hdtead of usir1gthe armour e,f the dasta r dly Sit 
Fuikt2.. was disC•JVe.red m the ar m,Jur of Si r G1lberr, aud was the refore 
rn.rned c,nt imtnediareJ y fr.um Mautevf:in.r Tuwers, irn:o the cold, cold 
dH v W 

t\. marveHuu::; para.graph l!vm r.hc e11d uf the story:-
11Fivt; mir.ute~ lclter , B,'ian Maulevet t.r stood at thi; open dc.-or bdow, with the Famous Five. 

Outside rhe night wind howled, drift !ng snowfJakt::s .iga mst the . ·>1d windows of Maulev£t ·t:1 

Tow£rs. The ad,,emUit1 ' looked 1nto tht:c snow;, wintu·s night - he looked .i.t th*" Juniors. 

The1e was no rd(:nUng in thfjf fac es. As he hesitated vn tht- thu,shhoid, Bob Ch£r,y 1aised 

his h..ind (ve1y dramatic.. Hlustraticn of this sc:e:nej. "Ct:t oul you cw" he said, and with a 

bla , k scowl on his fa,~. and with a c uise on h~s lips, Bria n MaulevEcier quitted Maul >:c"en.1 
fr)wers - for eve, ,". 

Perhaps because il wao my fi r st Chris tmas Ma!?;net , it was 
always the one I remembe r with so much affection. Perhaps becallse 
there was no Bunter. 

• .f( * * ... * *. * ** * * * * * * * * * * * •• * .. * .. 
WANT.E.Q Pr(:-war Schoel Fdelids , Sc.hoolgids Own libraries. Annuals. State prke. 

roR SALE. Schoolgirls ' Own Annual 1925 , U. Prt:· war E. Walla c e boo.I-ts. 

MAGOVEN'f 65 BENTHAM SL , BE.1.FASf. 

~ * • * * * * * * • • * * * ~ * • * * * * • * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * 
WANTED C1·ei1f1;an, HolidiH> Annuals 1920 1940 , \Originals). Howa1d .S..ker B,:,ok Clubs , 

Vol. 3 p,,rti,.:u.larly. Ch:tprr,;n and McDon,d.d, 01·igin.1l skec, h,~s. 

JAMES G-,u..l. 49 ANDERSON A\lENUE, ABERDEFN. 

fel. Abt>rdt:t::n 0224 491 i'16 
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THOSE SCHOOL REBELLIONS - FACT AND FANCY by J.E .M. 

Conside r the following plot for a Charles Hamilton school story: 
A new and tyrannical headmaster at St. ,Jim's earns the nickname 

of 'Black Tiger', his cruel reign soon provoking a revolt under the slogan 
'The Rights of Boys' . After great violence, including the smashing of 
windows and a hu.ge bonfire of desks and books, a local battalion of 
soldiers - yes, soldiers~ - is called in to crush the rising. The boys 
ret r eat to good defensive posi t ions but, while a magistra te reads the 
Ri ot Act, they are ouUlanked by ano ther force of troops . After the 
resruration of orde r , many boys a r e expeHed and man y more savag ely 
flogged by the vengeful 'Black Tiger' . 

Too far - fetched for a Hamn+.on tale? Well, he r e is another srurv 
out.line , th i s time of a more su cc essfuJ rebell ion: 

Afte r a long reign of t yr anny at Grnyf r iars by headmas ter and 
staff, a revoJu i'ionary counc il of pupils is formed. Explos1 ves and e-,1en 
art ill ery C ) ar e secre t ly acqu ired andi on a given signal, re volt break s 
out . The school rocks t:o the sound of explosions, door s a r e blown oH 
the ir hinges and windows sha tt e red . Violence rages wit hout cease tor 
two whole days 'l'hen a sort: ie by a number of ma st ers seiz e s fiv e boy~ 
(the Famous Five?) and expe)s t.hem, an ad whi ch fires t he r ebel a to 
even greater wrat.h , The whol e schoo l of fiv e hundred boys now su r ges 
mto the local town whe r e the resid ents als o j oin in the rio t.. Fina ll y, 
aft er a week of anarchy , the Head sur r enders and all the boys' de mand.s 
for re form are met. 

Hamilton , of course , would hever have wr itt en t his lnc,redible 
tale ei t her. Bui , like the first one , it s hnply happens t o be true. 
Subs t itute in i:he foregoing accoun t s the name of Rugb y for St. ,Jim's and 
that of Marlborough for Greyfriars and you have actual histor y . The 
Rugby rebellion occu Tred in 179 4 and the Marlborough insur r ect ion in 
1851. They were hy no means unique. Early in the last. cen tury , the 
poet Byron, who was a pupil at Harrow helped to organise a gunpowde r 
plot to blow up the whole school. A trail of powder was actually laid but 
the idea was abandoned when the rebels realised they would destroy man y 
illustrious signatures carved on the walls of the school ham Right up 
to the Boer War , in fact , similar uprisings and disorders occurred in a 

• 

.. 
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number ot our great schools, including Eton and Winchester, against 
the crueliy of staff or the often appalling living condi ti.ons. By 
comparison with such e ven t s, Cha rles Hamil to n' s accoun t s of rebellions 
and barings-out at Greyfriars, St . Jim's and Rookwood see:m somewha t 
t ame, 

There is some t hing els e worth reflee,1:ing upon. Ou rs is the e r a 
of the 'blackboard jungle' - a peri od, we are t old, oi juvenile violence 
and indiscipline wit hou t preceden t. The hisror ic&l truth is not so 
simple; like all fact, far; fa r stcanger t han ficti on. 

(I am indeb t ed to ,Jonathan Gathvrn«::- Hardy' s buuk , "The Public 
Sch ool Ph enomenon", how rt::PJ.blished in pape r back. I note that n: ca me 
under tit e ar a NorLhe rn OBBC meet mg and, !tO doubt , th e stric tures 
cor1c.erning the aut,h,)r'.:s view,:;; on Hamilt.uniana we re Just ifi ed. Ne·ver -· 
t heless, his boc,k remains impor i:anr - ii is, indeed 1 ihe hrst full 
his t oi 1cal accoun i· ot the English pubiic s chool - and is wu1th y 01 an 
s chool · 1 overs I arte ntion , ) 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

N1.,, 70, T HREE GIANT T ECHNI COLOR MUS CCALS 

Out l'.lpt-ning fe.a.tute• c am£ from 

Wami-r B,cs, , :1.nd was a Bri t ish film "The 

Golde.n Madonna" stao :ing Mk.hat.i RE-nni r 

and Phyllis C.,lv1.rt, I havenlt the slight.,st 

mem :>1y of it, which may be some 

md,,.atton of its wort:h. A 'Te(·hniLok,1 

Sptdai1ty in the same b1ll was E-ntitled 

"A Boy and His Dog" , and a c.olow·ed 

t.artoon was "The Gay Awtties". 

Th1; following week also b1oughl. 

the main fe--Hwe f,om W~rnet 's m "To 
The. Vic.tcr" stamng Dennis Morgan, A 

nfW Tom & Ja·ry lOloured can:".)on was 

"Saturday Evt'ning Puss'', and a ,_olla.tion 

-,f M.:i.c k S,rnniett highhghts was 'AmmdJ 

Anu,.s'' whiL h must h" vc bf:en .i.ttn._ti ve. 

M. C. M. was tu1.111ng out b;g 

Te <:.hn1t.:olo.r Musi : als wlth a spt-Ed wh,,..h 

put them fat ':>ut i.n the !ead for .:ntt:n.a in

mEnt Of this type,, Wf; plar·ed no l ess 

f han three of theu big m uslt al films in 

glowing c oloui dw ing th.- UW'l ent t~1m, 

fhe fir-st came now ¥ "A D..t e With 

Jucty11• which had a g1·eat · sta1 1.ast 

iDduding C,U'mecll Miranda ~her ficst fi lm 

£01 M.G.M , }, Wallac.t: : Beny {his one and 

only munc.al, l fanq), Jane Powt:11 .i.nd 

E.h"l<j.bl:'th Taylor. I can 1t 1emembe.r any·· 

thing abont this one, whkh suggests to me 

th.tt musk;,.b were no longe1· whac they 

were, or, possibly , w1:. wett:: 1:.nte·r ing th~ 

t1mt- when the.y nv longer w1ote me;m 0t able 

tunes and th..i.t films in gen"ral Wt..l'E: Just 

stai-~ing the downhil.i slW«·, ln the 
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programme , there was another new Tom & 

Jerry coloured cartoon "Tex as Tom", and 
a 3 - stooges comedy from Columbia 11Th l'ee 

Hams on Rye" completed th e bill, "A 

Date With Judy" was inci dentall y, the 

term's longest film, runnin g to 2f homs. 
Mere length, mere colo!JJ' , or mere 

specta c le do not necessarily make great 

ent e1ta inment , 
Next, from M G. M, , Spence1 

Tracy and Deborah Ken in 1'Edwa1d, My 
Son". This was ma de in M.G.M 's Brit ish 

studios , wh ich were not note d fo1 t!JJ'ning 

out many su cc esses , no matter how hard 

they tl ·ied . This was the film of a famous 

stag~ play and, as I have observe d many 

t!.rues before , st.age plays rarei'y mad£ good 

film s. This was ont: of thosP. . lil<e 

"R ebe,cca " and "Georg" and Marga1et", 
ln which the people mentioned in th e titles 

do not appe:a1 at atl in the p10duction 
Edward was the son 1wned by the 

indulgence of h1s father. a se lf - made 

millionaire , played by Speru..e1 Tracy . 

Oeb<na h Kerr was the wife, unhapp y r.md 
alcoh oli c . 1t so unds dreary , but J 

remem be r it becau11e I had seen the play 

at "Q" Theatre. Some people thought 

Tracy mar vellou s in it, some , including 

me, thoug ht he was misc ast - a far cry 
from the lovable Tracy we had onc.e 

known in "San Francu c o" and "Captains 
Cowageous" , 

In the same bill was the perfect, 

Oscar -w inning Tom & Jerry c artoon in 
colour "The Cat Concerto " . 

Next, from Wa mer ' s, a long for

gotten film in "John Loves Ma1y " stalring 

Ronald Reaga n. There was a b ig 

supporting bill including a c olowed 
cartoon ''Fait' and Wormer" and a True 

LHe Story ''Hit & R=" · 

After that came another of 

M. G. M's giant Musicals in Technicolor 

"Luxury Liner" starring Ja ne Powell and 

George Brent, wit h the affable Schno·a.le 

Durante popping on and off ;,.s he ha d 

done in M . G. M . films fora long time 

past. I can :t remember the story, but 

chunks of it featured an "That's Entertain· 

ment" years later, so no doubt the 

spectacle was greater than the stoty-line. 

Then. from Warner Bros, , 

Richa1d Gr eene in "--Now Barabbas Was 

a Robber" . l have an id ea that th; s was 

Biiti sh mJde and very wtll received by 

the uinu at the time but thf' stotv 
eludes me now , 

A big supp ortm g bill 1nduded .1 

Bugs Bunny cclolll'ed cartoQn '' Slt, k Ha1,e" 

Next , from M G. M I ca me 

''Three Godfa thers " , starring John Wa.,n,-, 

and direc.ted by John Fol'd It is some -

tim e:s quoted as Joh n Fo1d1s finest work , 

I, h,d been made sever.l llmes ht.fore 

down the years, but this onl!" 1S memorable 
for its t:XCeptionall)' fine tu.hn lc olor 

The son ot the old star, Hal'ry Carey, had 

a lt.ading part with John Wavne, and also 

in it was Mae Clark , who, many, m.i.oy 

yea rs earlier had st.srred in a wonde1ful 

silent film "Over the Hill" . 

With 11Th1ee Godfatht.n " was a 

new Toro & Jel'ry c.oloured cartoon 

''Safety Second" , plus Gary Coope r in 

"Snow Car niva l II in tec.hnicolor So 
enrything was glowing this week . 

Then, from Warner ' s, Bette Davis 

and Robe rt Montgomery in "June Bride ' '. 

Montgomery , who had made his name 

with M. G. M . , had now transfened to 

Warner's, and I belie ve this was his ffrst 



Wamer film. 
In the sa me bill was a Bugs Bunny 

'-'olour cartoon "A Lad in His I.amp" and a 

Hany Van Zell comedy "Radio Riot". 

The lat t er came fr om Columbia. Van Zell 

wa.s a popular comedian in his time, 

Last of the te rm was the third big 

Technicolc>z mus k al "Good News" staning 

June Allvson .1nd Pete r Lawford, This was 

ptobably the bt'st o f them fot the s1mplt . 

r e.s r n thiit 1t was a r·em:ike of a mus k al 

\.Omedv of the t;me when they wi·me real 

tun(.$ :tnd lytks, Tr.e songs we1e "G?od 

News". "1'he Bert Things 1n life art: Free", 

"l u1·ky m Love'', ' 'Just Imagine", and 

"The Vai-sitf Drag". Sornt:where I have, 

~e,; ord ,~f the song hits, 

I h<1d s,..~n the muskal C{lmed; 

'G?od Nf ,ws" d.t the C,idton Tht:at r lf in 
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the Haymarket , som ewhere about 1930 , 

It was a new theatre then , a nd I th ink that 

"Good News" was its fhst production, A 

wonderful, zestful show, in which I 
revelled, On stage-, the star of it was 

George Mwphy, late!' to be:come famous 

in films, My r-ecord of the tu nes c omes 

from the stag e ve rsion . In the early 30 1s , 
M ., G , M. m::.de a film of it, but the Small 

Cinem,. wa, not then whed foi s,,und, and 

I h,vt no 1a..1. ollection (>f Sf.ieing th.At one, 

fn the same bill witb "Good Nt:ws' 

was a Tom f.: Jen·y 1...Jiournd '-an.oon 

"Y,m.kee Do .:idle Moust '', and ... not her 

coiollJ'ed c,utoon ''Mousti Brea.ken ", 

(ANOTHER ARTICLE 

IN nus SER iES 
NEXT MONTH) 

News of the Old boys ~ook. Clubs 
MIDLAND 

Novem ber Meetm g 

The weather wa s tme and mild; and c,ur meet mg was well 
a11end~d. Twu new members, Pete r Mas t ers and J( ,an GuJen, were 
\\elcomed . 

Our small rovm ai D1. :.Tohnsun' s House was packed and cha irs 
had to be br oughi; in. This is 1he kmd of atte ndance we -want and every
b,idy was in excellent spif'it.s 

Bvb ..Acraman had brought afong so me mteres t mg items. The 
famous Remiitgi on typewriter was on show and it em s of Charles 
Hamilton's belungings inc-luding a "c.db" on Cict;ro, his famous Lm..i11 
story, which appea r ed a long 1 ime ago in the Times Education 
Supplemern, s,Jme scnpis wri tren for lh& B . B.C and Greytriars sturies 
w1·men in B1·am~ for the blind. These, Bvb pomred out, were but a few 
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of the gr .eat man's belongings lef t at, "Rose Lawn" . 
Our t.wo new members addressed the meeting and J'oan Golen told 

us how she boughi. a pile of Magnets from a shop for £2, 10s. She said 
she had for many years been a keen reader of the l\fagnet . Her bargain 
buy is not likely to be repeated. 

Peter Masters said he had always been interes ted and had taken 
in the Magnet . He bad all the Howard Baker reprints excepi N,Js. 22 and 
2~ and an the £12 Library edi t ions except the fi r st four. 

A discussion was st arted on t he ques t ion of bound vol1,mes and 
Joose copies of the old papers Most . membe .r<s preferred bound volumes 
to loose copies, Tom Por t er and Pete r Mas t er s prefeJ red the luose 
copies 

Our usual fea t ure Ann.1.versar y number and Co!Jecf'o1 s' irem was 
on display . New members we r e intrig1J.t d by them . The Anniver.sary 
Number was P opuiar No. 409 dated 2'7th Novembe r, 1926 , and 5;3 ,Y8ar s 

uld to t he day . The CoJlec t or s i iJ·em was a Magnet volume Nus 86 tu 98 
in lovely condi t ion . 

A reading from a Bunte r Book ; "Billy Bum.er among t he 
Cannibals" by your corresponden t was very amusing , 

We finished our meeting afte r refreshmen t s , which cons1st .ed 1Jt 

hot coffee and lovely cakes pro vided by Joan GoJen , w1ih Greytriars 
Bingo , a game inven ted by 'T'om Porter. 

We meet again on 29th of January , 1980 . There is no meeting 
in December owing tu the Christmas activi ti es , We wish all members 
of Old Boys' Book Clubs everywhere a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year with plenty of seasonal reading. 

JACK BELLFIELD - Correspondent. 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Cambridge Club met at the home of Edward Witton on Sunday , 
2 December . The gathering was rather small, since bot h the chairman 
and also President Bill Lofts, were both ill. The mee t ing expressed 
best wishes for their recovery . 

Bill Thurbon reported a let t er from ~Tack Doupe, who was hoping 
to return to Britain, possibly to Scotland, and had sent his greetings to 
the Club. Bill Thurbon gave a talk on exotic detective stories. 
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remindmg members t hat the fir-St, Perry .Mason style c,f story appeared 
in r.he Apocrypha; Sus anna and the elders. Bill chose as examplt!s uf 
the exotic story Josephine Tey's siory "The Daughte r of Time", in which 
the detective, laid up in hospital, stu dies the story ot Richa r d III and the 
Princes in the towe .r; John Dickson Carr's "The Bri .de of Newgate" , an 
early 19th centu ry st ory, and "The Devil in Velve1.11

, an example ot the 
supernai"ural in Detec tiv e fiction; Agatha Chr is ty-' s story "Dea t h comes 
as i·he End", aei in Ancien t. Egyp1_, 2, 000 years ago; Ruben: van Gulik ' s 
Chmese "Judge Dee" stories; Pe te r L0vesey 1 s "Se rgeant Cribb" stur ie::1, 
especially "Waxw ork "~ "Azimov 1 s Mysteries", 13 short Sc ience fidiun 
De1ec 1rve stories, and ElJis PeieJ.s' "One curpse 1,00 many", m which a 
moJhk plays the Detect ive al 1 he t 1me of the capiure by Kuig Si ephen of 
Shrewsbury cast le. He a]so I~called R w har-d Fa lkirk's "Blackaturi.e" 
si ur 1es, abvUL a not tu,::, sc1 upulvu.s Bu"' SIL ee1 Runne-r , and .E 'Dt, c ' 
Smir h' s S F . fu1urislic defecuve - cum scccet ser ·1dce "Family D1 Alembe :n 11 

stories. 
Memb e, s lecalled Christmas srorie:s : Edwa r d read a sho11. story 

vf his ov,.n cump,}oll i•Jn, which caUciEd much me1nrnent. Whil e eoJoymg 
Edward' s hc,spiralir y members caned up past Chr 1sl,mas expe ri ences, 
tires inf rvnr ruoms, smell ut taihe rs' cigars, etc. ,lack Overhill in his 
inrm1iablt: siylF. 10J.d s11,rieti of his buyhl'•vd days, cunJuring up v1v1d 
pic1 ure ,3 of rhe time$. Edwa rd then conduc1 ed a 4uU, on gener ··aI sub;ects , 
w"n hy Bill. 'l' he mee ti ng closed w11h a ·wann ·vute ut thank s to Edward 
fur his hospn .a1ity. 

Next meering or, t> ,January. 
The Cambr 1dge Ciub ,:;e:nd their gree1 ings and gu1Jd wishes to all 

v1 her O B. B. Clubs tor a happ y and pl.'vspeh)Us 1980 

LONOON 

11 fiod bless us everyone" was 1 he ai1agram ot Bub Bly t.he:' s 
Musical Qmz whereby cumpehtvrs had tu guess rhe answe rs vf the 
r ecorded tunes and take the initial let.r ers to f,::.rm 1 he Dickens ' quotation. 
T he winnE::r was Norman Wugh t . Mau.c ice King dona ted the prizes. The 
qu,)ta11on signitied the happy and Jolly atmosphere that prevailed at the 
Yuletide meeiing a1 the Ealing home of Bill and Thel ma Br ad foJ'd . 
Pre~ wus to the 4ui'l., [3,:,t:, Blyi:he had read e.i.i 1 acr s frum a newsletter· ot 
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Dece mber 1963 and the account of the Christmas meeung in Cricklewood . 
Roger Jenkins read chapters from Magnei 1141 which dealt whh 

the Xmas presents that Bunter received from the Famous Five 
Win ifre d Morss gave a reading from Nelson Lee Library, New 

Series , No . 34. This was about Handforth and the Haunted House . 
Several notices were plJlI1ed up in the haJJ of the hou se and the 

clues of 24 Old Boys' Books were thereor. inscribed , Ruy Parsvns was 
the winner and t.he host , 8111 Bradfurd . who compiled the compehiion , 
kindly donated pri.~es . A novel q..uz which had e"eryune guessmg . 

Highlig hr of the gather h1g was the f)iirlvnnance of rhe Her ii age. 
Smger s They sang sungs that suii-~d the occasion and were accorded 
great applause a, the cum.h.1sJ1.1t1, a very norabi e pert,-'1:mar1 cc 111d~ed. 
FollGwing these f11u.c smger ·s . vLH own E11c Law,ence sang th t: Hi{Jf.!u 

poramus Svng and woun,j up with 1 hat old tavour1te "Tht Might y Dct.p'' , 
An e..ccellen1. spread wa3 a\ta1lable which included hur mm ce p1es 

Bili. and Th elma wer~ Lhanked for such a fine mE:etu1g which was er,jcJ)'cd 
by o"e r forr.y persons , amoHgSJ whum wern Be1yl aud Eric Wat Ec1 t1um 
Sydney, Aust ;r-alia. 

BENJAMIN WHITER 

NO RT HEHN 

Christmas Party held 8th December 

A number of friends were unhappily prevented by illne ss or by 
other obligations from attending our party this year, though it was a JOY 
to meet again some whu had Joined us fium far afield . These rather 
reduced numbers , however , ensured rhat a pleasant intunacy p1e\tailed. 
The gene ral atmosphere was f.hat of Chrislmas at Wha rton Lodge rather 
tha n one of Gussy's expansive gatherings at Eastwuud House . Cert amJy 
our dining qua.tiers at fhe Swarthmore Centre did much to crea1e 1he 
setting of a stud y feed , and there was no shoriage of festive foodstuffs. 

P osted round the wall were pif·hy . if poJysyllabic. , summaries of 
old nursery rhymes , and clearly some of us were long past our nu1·sery 
days Vera Good is rumoured t.o be a grandmother, but obviously has a 
good memor y; she romped home with the highest. score of rhymes 
correctly identified . 
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Geoffrey Wilde presen t ed us with a quiz based on tape ·-rec or ded 
voices from the pas t. A sharp memo ry again helped , but so too did a 
keen ear , and musician Harold Truscot t was t he winner of this event. 

other items incl uded our traditional Bunt e r Drive and a Team 
Qui z r ace. In the Bunt e r Drive Neil Durd en secured the lavish booby 
pnze despite the handicap of picking up 15 bonus points in one round~ 
For t he Quiz, prepared by Darrell Swift , foe two teams were separated 
and each privately given the same quest-ions c)11e ar a time; with a 
20-second penal ty for wrong answers and "don't knows" t he winning team 
was the first ,)ne to complete the lull se t uf quesi ions. The ra ce was 
decided by a me re l Q,- s-=:cond ma1 gin. 

Wii h libra1 7 y business and ple11t.y of conversa t ion as usual this 
was an01her happy get - toge ther which bruke up ai about 9. 3u amid a 
chorus of seasonal good wishes . 

Ne,d meeting : U1,h January. H}80. 
,JOHNN Y BULL 

+-* ............ ,..,I<*+ ......... ,. •• **•***••• 
PIXIE O' SHA UGN ESSY by Macy Cadogan 

In the Nu,;.;:~mbe r C . D (The P,).:;ima n CalJedJ, N Yandle asked 
tur infonna t ivn abou t 'a girl namP-d Oshaughnessie 1

• I a:m nut .surp:nsed 
rhat he was cunfused ab vm the spelling ,)f Pixie'o sun1ame; it is not 
easy tu rP-member , bur he r p€1 aonality is uaforgEer t.able. P11de. who wa s 
'ar once 1'he JOY and Tt:nror ot ihe schvul' was crea t ed for i:he 1900 
Gir l s' Own Paper by Mrs . Ge,_,rge de Horne Vai:t.ey , who wrute au.me 40 
novels dealing with ' •• • the essence of feminini t y in 1.he .springtide of 
life' . In rerrvapecr these ha " e an old - w\.,rld charm, bm i:hey are a]so at 
rimes pithy, and very lively. Pixie was known as 1he 'wild Irii:,h tornadu· , 
and her pranks at a sedate E11glL:;h boarding-school are rather like those 
of Angela Bra z il's celeb r a1ed 'spiiting schuolgiris' , hough1 uf course 
Pid e prectded th~se by several years-

Pi \:ie was une vf a large tamily; her brui nee s and s1si:e r a r e 
hands,Jme bur Pv<:ie is plain. Bv sheer hH ce ,_,f per6unali ty , howevt::r, 
she bf,comes the da r:lmg oJ l he wh,>lt: family. Her S\.Ory appeared in a 
hardback book cailed Pi.>Cie O• Shaugnessy and her fo.riunes wE::re iulliJwed 
into womanhood iu twu fm'fhe r book s . More Abuut Pixie and The Love 
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Aftairs of Piicie . Published by i-be Religious Trac t Society , these often 
turn up in Oxfam and other chari ty bookshops. They might also be 
obtainable from public libraries , 

Pixie's adveniures are weJ1 worth dipping m1 o ; and su 1 oo are 
those of Mrs . de Horne Vait.ey's ot her' famous heroine Peggy Savill e 
(About Peggy Saville and More About Peggy Savill e) , The book by this 
author which I lik e best , howe ver , is 'fhe Salt of Life which was based o.o 
the experiences of her family and fr iends , This is t he perceptiVe and 
amusing story of two families nt gir]s on the thresh,J}d of adult l ife aud 
r omance . 

I was able to contact. M.cs. de Hume Vai:tey 1s son a few years 
ago. a li ttle befo r.·e he died , He told me tha i his mv t her was 011e ,) f 

seven children; she was bo111 in Liverpo ol antl be.gan to wr ite ·vet) ear:.y 
th,)ugh she dJ.d not · pubUsh unii 1 he1· first mar r iage ~aa ,Jessie Manse,gh } 
Her se c ond ma r riage took place fa 1899 , She had a daughter by 1·he ticsr 
marriage ar1d a son by the se cond; he r emembe r s hit:; mo t h~ r a s 'a 
woman of grea t: cou r age • • • Shor t ]y afi' er my birt h sh e C.<)nr.r aci ed 
i:yphoidlrheumatoid ar i..hri i:is , Yet in pain and ha vi .ng t u be wheeJed 
about in a bath - chair , she sW l contri ved t o wr 1te happ y books ' M.rs 
George de Horne Vaizey died in 1916 -

The Postmal\ Cal(ed tlnteresring it ems from the 
Edi to r's letie!'-bag) 

ERIC LAWRENCE (Wok ingh am): It seems ro m t that J im Cool< does n,)1 

like t.he music of Rachmaninov and this may havE led him intcJ makmg 
incorrect si:atemen t .s in his "Letter from St., Frank's" in the Oct,)bez 
C. D . The Prelude in C Sharp Minor (only one) was such a well - loved 
piece of music that t he composer ; a vir tuoso pianist. whu tuured rhe 
world extensively and lived t ill 1943, was constantly being ask ed ro [Jlav 
it. Jt i.s s t ill a popular piece today, 

In my copy the inst.ruc t ions LENTO (slow) and ANDANT E 
lslow1sh) appl y to t'hree of its five pages . The r emainder is AGfi:ATO 
which does not necessarily mea n qu.Ickly. So it is ha rdl:y fas t or a 
gallop. The dynamics , or deg:rees of loudness, show tha t less rhar1 half 
the piece is to be played loudly and most of the rema111der is ei1:he r a1 a 



-

Page 29 

medium level or else very soft indeed so to call it noisy is not really 
correct, Also, the word noisy suggests an unpleasant sound which can 
certainly be applied to some of today's so-called music but that is hardly 
Rachmaninov's C Sharp Minor. Perhaps the piece Gore-Pear.ce could 
hear was not being played properly. 

Jim does seem to have a poor opinion of Rachmaninov's music 
and of course he is quite entitled to his opinion, but let us keep to 
reasonably accurate descriptions. 

LEN WORMULL (Romford): I was intrigued by Fr. F. Hertzberg's 
statement that 'Schoolboys found the Schoo) Friend stories exciting'. I 
have always known that certain boys' periodicals at t.racted an audience 
of girl readers - Magnet and Nel.::.on Lee were two - but always beHeved 
1,his to have been largely a one-sided affai r. Nu duubt some boys did 
read girls' papers , though I personally never knew any who did . My 
sisters read both School Friend and Schoolgirls' Own, yet at no time did 
I feel tempted to invade their province. Who needed them when boys had 
the monopuly in reading? Sch0ol Fri end was und oubtedly a first - r aie 
School pap er for girls, but da r e I say ii. waa rather t ame stuff by boys' 
standards? Ne"Ver short ot a good mystery, perhaps the biggest is what 
the girls saw in Bessie Bunt.er. Sorry to give the poor girl another 
caning, but she gets my gong as the m osi col ourles s and obJectionable 
character in the Hamilton household. 

F STURDY (MidrHesb, 1rnugh) : In the newly publbhed Holiday Annual 
1980 I nof e the central characters we re in m ino1 roles, Although a sub. 
story this was typical in the blue Magne ts in that a little more scope was 
given to the lesser lights, I found this most welcoma. In the later 
Magnet one had the impression the tales could have carried on with a 
round dozen or so characters. What happened to Russell, Penf old, 
Rake and Bul::.;trode? &!rely they could have been kept going if only to 
interpose with a "Buzz off Bunter". This would have reassmed us that 
Greyfriars was st ill Greyfriars. I am aware this point of v iew is noi. 
new, but this de -population was always regrettable to rue arid why I 
always had a leaning towards the blue Magnet. There were exceptions 
of course, 1. e. ' 1The Mailed Fisr . at Greyfr iaran. 
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W. SETFORD (Derby): I have been re-reading the Courlfield Cracksman 
series from December 1929. Well. in the second Magnet of the series 
No. 1139 , I have come across an interesting extract. This issue is of 
course devoted to Christmas 1929. I quote ''rm expecting a Postal 
Order shortly". 

"Do you mean this Christmas or Christmas 1959?" asked Toddy. 
"Eh? This Christmas of course. 11 

"Then your Postal Order won't come in time. Better make it 
1959. 11 

The point of my letter is that Charles Hamilton was writing 
Christmas stories of Wharlon Lodge for 1929, and in one of those stories 
he mentions Christmas 1959. And he actually wrote a Christmas story 
set at Wharton Lodge for Xmas 1959. I find this amazing. And now it is 
.Xmas 1979, 50 years have passed by since that Xmas story of 1929. and 
we are still avidly reading Charles Hamilton's unique stories. I am sure 
they will live on forever. 

J .E .M. (Brighton): Thank you for the continued exc ellence .of C.D. The 
December issue is a delight , particular highlights for me being Roger 
Jenkins' piece on the Mauleverer Towers Series and a long-standing 
favourite , BiogTaphy of a Small Cinema; what memories it recalls. 

More power to C.D. in 1980. Like all your readers. I look for
ward especially to Number 400 and regret that I only joined your fellow
ship around Number 250. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BOOK REVIEW by Mary Cadogan 

THE GRFAT CARTCON STARS: A Who's Who! by Denis Gifford. (Jupiter) £7, SO 

Denis Gifford has built up this lively history of animated cartoons by focusing on the 

characters whose lives and 'careen' are charted - for easy reference - in alphabetical order. 

Almost all of our favourites are here in text and pictures, from Felix, 1the first cartoon 

superstar' of 1919 to his tUJdergTOun.d- 'comix '-originated successor, Fritz the Cat of the 1970's. 

Felin~ of course are not the only animals who have proliferated in the animated ca ·rtoon, and 

the author highlights a host of animal favourites. I am particularly glad that he includes 
Clarabelle Cow and Horace Horsecollar, who both disappe .ared from the Disney sagas as Goofy 

gained ascendancy. Naturally a good deal of attention is given to the achievements of Disney; 

but other giants of the cartoon industry, including the Hanna - Barbera., Fleischer and UPA 
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groups 1 are represented, as well as plenty of lesser lights. 

The text is informative and witty : I was reminded that many cartoon stars began in 

story-books , comics of newspaper strips - from classics like 'Alice ' and 'Peter Pan' to 

engaging but moI'e ephemeral characters , (I had forgotten that Pip, Squeak and Wilfred had 

been featured in some cartoon films . ) There , are 128 large and beautifully illustrated pages , 
several in full colour . Betty Boap rubs shoulders with the Beetles and the Big Bad Wolf; 

Popeye, Pinocchio and the Pink Panther jostle each other for the reade r 1s attention, and The 
Great Cartoon Stars is well worth blowing some Christmas book tokens on. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR to all Hobbyists, especially our Editcn: 

R, J. MCCABE, DUNDEE, SCOTLAND . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BEST WISHES TO OUR EDITOR AND ALL READERS of the Collectol's ' Digest for a 
Happy and Carefree New Year. 

WARWICK SETFORD, 155 BURTON RD., DERBY, DE3 6AB. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Orig inal Magnets - only good ones please, suitable for binding. 

B. SIMMONDS, 4 NUTFIELD RD. , LONDON NVv'2 7EB. 

* • * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SHERLOCK HOLMES - anything always wanted (including Herlock Sholmes in Greyfriars 
Heralds). 

48 SHALMARSH, BEBINGTON, WIRRAL, L63 2JZ. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Billy Bnnter, Tom Merry, B.iggles, books and Annuais. Ha rdbacks and Paperbacks, 

Detective Fiction, Ellery Queen, F. W. Crofts, etc., s.a.e. for list. 

JOHN BUSH, 9 ARMSTRONG SQUARE, STUDD HILL 

HERNE BAY, KENT, CT6 8AF. 

* * * * * * * • • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED REAU Y WANTED ; Two issues of the Magnet, Nos. 948, 949, Any help will be 
greatly appreciated , believe me. Than k you. 

H. W. VERNON, 5 GILLMAN ST . 1 CHELTENHAM, VICTORIA, AUSTRAL[A 3192. 

• * * * * * ~ • * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * * * * • ~ * * * * 
WANTED URGENTLY Greyfriars Holiday Annuals , 1920 , 1928 and 1941 (o riginals) in good 
co ndit ion. WAR\VICK SETFORD, 155 BURTON RD. , DERBY., DE3 6AB. 
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FIRST-TIME-EVER INTERVIEW WITH REG PARLETT - one of the great all - time Masters 

of British Comics! Strang the Tenible by Keith Hodkinson! Denis McLoughlin 1s new work by 

David Ashford! Alan Clark interviews Brian Walker! All this and much more in the Fifth 
Anniversary issue/Grand Christmas Number of GOLDEN FUN, Now on sale, price f.l, 20 per 
copy, plus 17p postage from: 

AIA.N & LAUREL CLARK, 41 WINSLOW ROAD, WINGRAVE 

(NF.AR AYLESBURY)1 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, HP22 4PS, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MAGNETS FOR SALE, good condition a part from taped s_pine; SOp each. Nos, 1145, 1148, 

1150, 1353, 1380, 1393, 1394, 1418, 1388, 1451, 1432, 1462, 1464, 1483, 1436, 1493, 

1496, 1501, 1519, 1521, 1528, 1536, 1540, 1565, 1567, 1568, 1599, 1596, 1605, 1625 , 

1627, 1628, 1631, 1640, 1641, 1678, 1679, postage extra, Also "The World's Library of 
Best Books" by Wilfred Whitten, 5 volumes; and Tennyson 1830. Offers. 

OLYMPUS, SANDFORD MILL RD,, a-IELMSFORD, E5SF..X. (72570) 

• * * * * • * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Bunter hard backs - "Bunter of Greyfria_r.; School" to ''Bunters LaSt Fling" , 38 vols., d/w's 
perfect, except "Butlins" - most fiBt editions. Won't separate. Offers invited. 

H. BLOWERS, 25 CHURCHFIEill ROAD , ROTHWELL, LEEDS. 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ • * • * * 
JIM COOK REPLIES: 

Re Mr. Truscott's letter in the cu1Tent (December) issue of Collector s' Diges t : he 
evidently failed to recognise the St, Franl<'s j unior's interpretation of RAchmaninov and his 
Preludes . Gore-Pearce, the upstart son of a millionaire , would naturally , because of his 
background, exhibit his ignorance of classical mwic and his views I faithfully reported 
according to character, 

I am never excited 'l'lriting my Letters from St, f,:g,nk's. The only exci t ement seem s 
to have been engendered by Mr. Truscot:t's rushing into print hi s opinion on my Letter an d his 
haste to give me a lesson in Rachmaninov. 

But there, there, Mr, T!'lllcott, old chap, you stick to Billy Bunter whose thongh ts are 
the more easily interpreted, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * ~ ~ * k 

THE WONDER OF 1980, Story Paper CollectoB 1 Digest reaches its FOUR HUNDREDTH 
NUMBER. 

• * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * • ~ • * • * * * • * * * • * • • • 
We deeply regret to record that our loyal reader , Mr. Wal"Wick Setford, died suddenly 

just before Chrisbnas. An obituary will appear in our next issue, 

* * .. 


